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10 JANUARY 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 10th January 1837 — 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Senior Officer of the Land Forces 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR having taken the Chair addressed the Council as follows. 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 

 In fulfilment of the Duty imposed on us to provide for the free and effectual Administration of 

the Law, I have now, to submit to the Consideration of Council a Bill for rendering applicable 

to the Circumstances of this Colony, the Acts of the Imperial Parliament in respect of Printing 

and Publishing Newspapers. 

 In the mode of emerging forward this [illegible] I have deemed it advisable to adhere strictly 

to the Spirit and Letter of the Law of the Mother Country with exception only of Appointments 

to Ministerial Offices for which the Acts of Parliament provide by naming certain officers who 

have no existence here.  There is however, a point to which I am desirous of drawing your 

Attention for the purpose of ascertaining how far the Practice of the Law of England maybe 

modified in accordance with existing Circumstances.  The Amount of Recognizance required 

at Home offices to be unveiled to the present state of things in this Settlement and I take this 

Opportunity to state that I shall be disposed to adopt at the proper stage in the Progress of the 

Bill any Amendment which the Majority of Council may advise for reducing those Amounts to 

the lowest possible Rate consistent with the Principles of Protection to Individuals and with all 

Security against Abuse. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the Day having been read HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR moved the first 

reading of the Bill referred to in the Order of the Day {for rendering applicable to the 
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Circumstances of the Colony the Acts of the Imperial Parliament in respect of printing and 

publishing Newspapers} — 

 The Marginal Notes were then read accordingly.   

 The Governor then proposed that this Bill should be read a second Time on Tuesday next the 17th 

Instant.         Carried 

When the Council adjourned 

______________________ 

 

88 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               

 
17 JANUARY 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 17th of January 1837 — 

Present - 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR having taken the Chair a Petition of certain Inhabitants was presented by the 

Colonial Secretary and read praying that the Bill as per Order of the day should not be passed 

into a Law. 

 Ordered that the said Petition do lie on the Table. 

 The Petition of William Nairn Clark to the same effect was presented by the Colonial Secretary and 

read. 

 Ordered that the said Petition do lie on the Table. 

2. The order of the day being read for the Second reading of the Bill to adopt the Act of 11th [illegible]. 

 Ordered that the Bill be read a second time. 

 THE GOVERNOR proposed the third Reading of the same on Tuesday next.   

 Mr MOORE proposed the Insertion of a Section to reduce the Amount of Recognisance which being 

seconded by Mr Roe, it was resolved that the Council resolve itself into a Committee. 

 The Council in Committee having read the proposed amendment and approved of it, the Council 

resumed its sitting when the Clerk presented the Bill to the Governor when the Amendments 

were read and agreed to. 

 Ordered that the Bill with the Amendments be engrossed and read a third time on Tuesday next. 

3. The order of the Day being read for the first Reading of a Bill to [illegible] and make perpetual “An Act 

to regulate the Establishment and Management of Ferries, and the Collection of Tolls thereat” 

and to indemnify all Persons who may have collected Tolls, or acted in the Management of 

Ferries subsequent to the Thirty first day of December 1836. 
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 The Bill was read a first time when  

 the GOVERNOR proposed the suspension of the standing Orders and the second reading of the same.   

 The Bill was then read a third time and passed. 

______________________ 
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24 JANUARY 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 24th January 1837 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Ordered that the Order of the Day for the third Reading of the engrossed Bill to adopt the Act of 11th 

Geo 4th and 1st W4O 73. be now read, and the same having been done,   

 The Bill was read a Third time. 

 Resolved that the Bill do pass, when the Council adjourned. 

______________________ 
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6 JUNE 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 6th June 1837. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Advocate General 

THE GOVERNOR having taken the Chair he addressed the Council as follows - 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 In the hope that an arrival from England might have put me in possession of Instructions from His 

Majesty’s Government in regard to certain Financial Instructions I have delayed my annual 

Communications to the Legislative Council upon that Subject until the present Period.   

 The Arrival of the Month of June precludes me however from further Delay, and I have called you 

together in Consequence notwithstanding the Embarrassment I feel from the want of the Instructions 

referred to, for the purpose of bringing under your Notice the Expenditure for the ensuing year.  

 For the sake of Perspicacity the Papers which I have now to submit have been formed into three 

Classes. 

 In the first you will find included conformably to an Arrangement introduced last year all those 

Documents which relate to the Exercise of Your Legislative Functions.   

 On the future Reading of these you will perceive that an Act was passed in the last Session of 

Parliament for extending until the End of 1838 the Provisions of the former Act under which this 

Government was constituted. 

 The long expected Appointment of Members to the Legislative Council from amongst the Colonists has 

not been as yet authorized by the King in Council in the absence of which no such Appointment can be 

made, and I consequently regret that the Advice and Assistance of those additional Members will not be 

available on the present occasion. 

 The second Class of Papers confirms an Estimate, for the year which will commence on the 1st of April 

next, of them each of providing for those Branches of the Public Service which are chargeable in the 

Colonial Land accompanied by Copies of all the Despatches in my Possession containing References to 

the views and Instructions of His Majesty’s Government in respect of the Colonial Expenditure. 
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 With reference to the Estimate as well as to the authorization of Expenditure I regret that no recent 

Communications have been received and that His Majesty’s confirmation of the Ordinance for last year 

as well as his Decision on the Estimate of the Governor and of the Council for the Current year have not 

yet arrived.  Under these Circumstances the Despatches abovementioned must be looked to as affirming 

in the Absence of further Instructions the Royal Sanction for the Expenditure which has been incurred 

and is still in Operation within the current year.   

 I trust that the first Arrival from England will enable me to communicate to the Council the Decision of 

the Government on these Questions. 

 The third Class of Papers includes official Returns made up for the most part to the 31st March of this 

year upon every subject of Importance to the Public Welfare within the Cognizance of the Government.  

I am submitting for the first time in company with the annual Estimates a Collection of Papers so varied 

and voluminous it is incumbent on me to offer the following Remarks. 

 The Exercise of the Trust referred by His Majesty on the Members of the Legislative Council in respect 

of the Appropriation of the Local Revenue is one which requires from them a deliberate judgement as to 

the wants of the Public Service arising out of an exact Acquaintance with the present Condition of the 

Settlement.    

 It must be difficult for them to form correct Opinions or to tender to the Crown considerate Advice on 

this important subject if they are not put in possession of accurate Information derived from Official 

Documents on all that relates to the Public Interest.   

 I have been accordingly desirous although not further to enabled to lay before the Council at this Period 

of the year and complete collection of Returns.   

 The Progress however which has been made in reducing the Administration of Public Business to a 

Systematic form permits me now to realize my wishes in this respect, and I congratulate the Members 

of the Council in laying before them the Means of Forming correct Opinions as to the State of the 

Colony that viewing these Reports in every possible Light they must be considered as Proofs of a State 

of Prosperity.  

 It is unnecessary for me to refer in Detail to every Point of Information which lends to this conclusion.   

 Amongst the most prominent however may be instanced the Extension of Agriculture, the Increase of 

Live Stock, the Establishment of Mills and Whaling Stations, the Foundation of a Discount Bank upon 

Capital appertaining to actual Residents, the high rate of Wages, the Occupation of new Districts, the 

Establishment of Communications by Sea and Land.   

 The Infrequency of Offences against the Laws, the increasing Comfort of the People, and the wonderful 

Salubrity of the Climate, is shown by the Returns of Population.   

 In addition to these Proofs of Welfare it is very satisfactory to observe that the Provisions made by 

Parliament for the wants of this Settlement has been extended to a larger Amount than in former years, 

and the Full Recognition of this Colony as a valuable Possession of the Crown may be inferred from 

these Acts of Munificence. 

 In proportion however as the Colony emerges from its earlier Difficulties new Duties are imposed on 

the Local Administration.   
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 The Duty which we are now to Perform is to bring into Unison with Public Interest the Measures and 

Arrangements for the Performance of the Public Service. 

 Having thus adverted to the general Purpose of the various Documents now submitted I have to request 

your Attention while the Clerk of the Council reads to you their several Letters and the Contents of 

those which appertain to the first and second Classes. 

The Clerk then read the following Schedule and all the Documents enumerated in Classes A and B 

Schedule of Papers referred to in the Governor’s Address on 5th June 1837. 

Class A 

1 Original Act of Parliament 

2 Order in Council 

3 Governor’s Commission 

4 Governor’s Instructions 

5 Viscount Goderich Despatches of 4th & 5th March 1832 

6 Do           Do             Instructions to nominate Additional Members to the Legislative 

Council (8th March 1833) 

7 Instructions from Mr Stanley to delay Nomination 3rd October 1833 

8 Last Act of Parliament 

9 Rules & Orders of Procedure in Legislative Council. 

Class B 

1 An Estimate of the Cash of that Portion of the Civil Establishment which is 

Chargeable on the Colonial Fund during the year which will commence on the 1st of 

April next. 

2 Mr Stanley’s Despatch 28th 1833 

3 Lord Glenelg Despatch July 23rd 1835. 

4 Lord Glenelg Despatch March 16th 1836 

Class C 

Reports upon   

1st The Nature & Amount of existing Taxes, Duties & Fees 

2nd The Outstanding Claims of the Crown 

3rd General and comparative Statement of Income and Outlay 

4th The Civic Expenditure for last year 

5th The Military Expenditure 

6th The State of Public Works 

7th The Present Condition, Distribution and Cash of all the Public Establishments 

Civil Judicial & Ecclesiastical 

Returns of 

8th The Population 

9th Of the Imports & Exports 

10 Of the State of Agriculture 

11 Of Lands granted 
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12 Of the Gaols and Prisoners together with Statements of the Number and Offences 

brought to Trial and the Number of Cases litigated in the Civil Court within the past year. 

THE GOVERNOR then observed that the Communications which he had to lay before the Council being now 

completed it only remained for him to state that being under the Persuasion that the existing Taxation 

with the probable Balance in hand at the end of this year will afford sufficient Means for the Support of 

the proposed Establishments it is not my present Intention to suggest any Alteration in the Ways and 

Means, and I propose that the Estimate of Expenditure for the ensuing year lying on the Table be 

referred to a Committee of all the Members of the Local Legislature exclusive of the Governor with 

Instructions to take the same into their Consideration and to report thereon in conformity with the 

Instructions conveyed in Viscount Goderich’s Despatch 3rd March 1832 — 

THE GOVERNOR intimated his intention of introducing an Act to regulate the Establishment of Banking 

Companies in this Colony, and to enable the [illegible] to sue and be sued in the name of any of the 

Public Offices. 

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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23 JUNE 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 23rd June 1837 - 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR having taken the Chair Captn. Armstrong as President of the Committee appointed 

in the First Meeting of Council Committee to take into consideration the Estimate of the 

Expenditure for the year which will commence on the 1st of April 1838 presented to the 

Governor the following Report from the Committee. 

 Report of a Committee of the Legislative Council Perth June 22nd 1837 — 

 The Committee appointed at a Meeting of the Legislative Council held on the fourth 

day of the present Month of June for the purpose of taking into Consideration the 

Estimate of the Expenditure of the Colony of Western Australia for the financial year 

commencing 1st of April 1838 have agreed upon the following Report 

 The Committee unite with your Excellency in regretting the prolonged Absence of 

despatched Instructions from His Majesty’s Government as the delay has tended to 

continue an unpleasant State of critical embarrassments.   

 The Committee considering the enduring Prosperity of the Colony, join with Your 

Excellency in the Expectation that the Ways and Means relied on as affording 

Support for the proposed Establishment will be sufficient for the purpose and they 

concur also on the Expediency of maintaining every Branch of the Service for which 

Your Excellency has provided but after that careful Consideration of the Conditions 

and Grants for the Colony which has been required of them they have arrived at the 

Conclusions that a slight Modification of a few of the Items of the Expenditure might 

be advantageously adopted. 
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 The Committee view with great Satisfaction the Provision made by Your Excellency 

for the Maintenance of our Establishment of Pilots but they fear that the Sum 

appropriated will be found inadequate for the purpose, as it is merely sufficient for the 

Support of two Pilots but not calculated to meet the necessary outlay for the funding 

and securing the requisite Barge and Beacons they have therefore proposed the 

Augmentation of this sum from £200 to £300. 

 From the gradual Extension of the Settlements in the Colony and the consequent 

urgency for increased facilities of internal Communications the Committee feel the 

Necessity for a more extended Expenditure under that Head, and they have therefore 

proposed the Augmentation of the Sums from £400 to £600 

 It will be perceived by Your Excellency that the Augmentation of these Items is 

provided for, not by any addition to the general Amount of Expenditure but an 

Alteration is respectfully suggested in the construction of the Mounted Police. 

 As another Alteration was in like manner suggested by the Committee in their 

Estimate for the preceding year by which it was proposed to provide for the 

Maintenance of that Corps upon a more effective footing at a much reduced Scale of 

Expenditure, by making the Military Force available for its Establishment.   

 Under the Present Circumstances it appears unnecessary to report the details of that 

purpose or Arrangement, but the Experience of the past year has tended to confirm 

the Committee on the propriety of their Suggestions inasmuch as that Service appears 

to have been almost wholly abandoned in the Causes of the Period alluded to.   

 The Inconvenience and Hazard attending active Operations seem to be sufficient to 

cause an Abandonment of the Service by all those who are not bound to a 

Continuance of their Duty by the strict Rules of Military Law. 

 Another Item on which the Committee feel it their Duty to depart from the 

Expenditure as proposed by Your Excellency is that of “Furniture for Public Officers” 

which they propose to increase from £100 to £150 as being the Smallest Sum likely to 

be required for that Purpose. 

 These alterations will have an Amount unappropriated, as compared with the Total 

Amount of Your Excellency’s Estimate of £30.8.4 and this Sum the Committee 

[illegible] should be added to the Head of Miscellaneous Services which appear to be 

inadequately provided for  

Signed: Mr H. Armstrong 

Peter Brown 

J.S. Roe 

George Fletcher Moore. 

 The Report having been read the GOVERNOR addressed the Council as follows 

 Gentlemen 

 In the Estimate which you propose to substitute for that which I have laid before you I perceive 

that we arrived at different conclusions as to the wants of the Public Service in certain 
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Departments.  A difference of Opinion in such Subjects between the Governor and the 

Members of the Legislative Council cannot be productive of surprise or Regret since the 

constitution of the Legislature has been wisely framed for the express purpose of reserving to 

the Colonists through the Members of this Council a proper degree of Influence over the 

Measures of the Local Government on Matters relating to Taxation and Expenditure.   

 In as far as I am personally affected by this difference I have to [illegible] you that it is as 

foreign to my wishes as it ought to be from my Practice to impose any Restrictions on the free 

Exercise of Your Functions in this respect as to suppose for an instant that this diversity of 

views proceeds from any but the best of Motives.  

 The Appropriation of Lands to the Management of the Native Tribes has been long a Point on 

which the Sentiments of the Council and my own have differed and I regret to say there is no 

reason to believe that we shall come to an accord on this Point at the present Time.   

 I have at all times considered this Subject of the greatest Importance to the Welfare and to the 

Reputation of the Settlement and I have given it from the beginning my closest attention but I 

have been unable to perceive any effectual Mode of providing for this Branch of the Service, 

partially different from that which I have Explained and Stated to the Council on so many 

previous Occasions.    

 In adopting a different view of this question I am sensible the Members have been influenced 

alone by the good of the Service, and I take for granted that as a Subject so long under their 

[illegible] there is no new light to be thrown upon it by any Remarks I may now offer at the 

same time I feel it advisable on this occasion to explain at some length the general Principle of 

the Measures which I have deemed it expedient to adopt for regulating our Intercourse with the 

Race in question.  

 In the first Public Act of this Government the protection of Law was extended to the Native 

Tribes, and they were at once recognized as British Subjects.   It was long before any 

Intercourse took place between them and the Settlers but when they became emboldened by 

degrees to frequent the farms and habitations of the Whites it was obvious enough from their 

Propensity to theft and their frequent [illegible] that Quarrels and Hostilities would happen 

between the two Races.  In the year 1831 the Tribes on the Swan River had exasperated the 

Settlers to the utmost.  The Loss of Flocks of Sheep, the occasional Attacks upon defenceless 

Individuals, and the general insecurity of Life and Property made it only too apparent that it is 

easier to confer upon Savages by a form of words the Protection of the Law than it is make 

them respect its relative obligations.  The outrages referred to were in no respect attributable to 

the previous Misconduct of the Colonists.  The Individuals who came to this country were no 

less conscientious and humane than their countrymen in Middlesex.  They had no peculiar turn 

for Cruelty they knew that their own Welfare depended on avoiding Hostilities, and it is due to 

them to state that their Conduct as a Body has been marked throughout by an anxious desire to 

avoid in their invasion of this Country any unnecessary Injury to its earlier Inhabitants. 

 But whatever may have been the origin of the Attacks made by the Natives in 1831 the course 

of law as usually administered was found incompetent to the protection of the Settlers.  An 

97 



[1837] 
 

unpaid Magistracy and a few solitary District Constables cannot be expected to sacrifice on 

every occasion their Lives and their Interests, and devote themselves to the Management of 

Savages and to serve Warrants at the risk of their Lives upon Bodies of armed Offenders.  It 

was therefore evident that ensuring only the Interests of the Whites some additional Means of 

Security should be afforded.  The first project attempted was the Establishment of Yeomanry 

Associations but this was defeated and in fact never realized because the People were too 

much occupied with their own concerns to turn out for Public Benefit.  In as far as the Military 

could be made available for the Support of the Civil Person the Soldiers were distributed and 

stationed for that purpose even to the extent of exceeding the instructions of the Secretary of 

State in regard to the duties assignable to that description of Force, but although a detachment 

may protect a Post or [illegible] accompany and guard a Magistrate if was formed they 

required no Influence over the Natives nor the Power of preventing outrage except within the 

narrow range of their own Muskets.   

 In the populations the Evils increased and the Natives were encouraged by Impunity until it 

became absolutely necessary to devise and enforce some System of Management not only 

entailing the Prosecution of present Outrages but tending to establish and regulate upon 

general Principles of Mutual Benefits the future Intercourse between the Invaders and the 

Invaded. 

 To reduce such views to practice it was necessary that a particular Department of the Service 

should be formed that it should include Individuals competent to acquire Influence over 

Savages by forming Intelligence and Zest for their Welfare, that each Individual should be 

armed with Power to visit freely and frequently the different Tribes coercing them when 

requisite and protecting them when injured and leading them by degrees to appreciate and seek 

the Benefits of Civilisation.  Such a system as this was not only calculated to secure the 

Settlers from Violence but to compensate the Natives for the Loss of their Independence and 

there is little doubt from the frequent Instructions on this Head that if the hope of conferring 

equivalent Advantages of this Description upon the Natives had not entered into the fixed 

views of His Majesty's Government that the acquisition of this Country would never have been 

made. 

 But it was not upon the part of the Local Government alone that the Necessity for some 

general Plan of Management was felt.  On the 26th June 1832 Sentiments of the Colonists were 

expressed at a Public Meeting, and shortly after an active and able Superintendent, and 

Assistant were selected, and appointed as a Commencement of that Institution which at a later 

Period took the Designation of Mounted Police. 

 In the Settlement of the Civil Establishment which took place while I was in England the 

expediency of providing for the Management of the Natives was [illegible] out and the 

formation of a Corps of Mounted Constabulary for that purpose was suggested and sanctioned, 

and its organization provided for by the Secretary of State’s Instructions to maintain it out of 

the Colonial Funds. 
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 On my return to the Colony the necessary steps were taken with the concurrence of the 

Executive Council for putting that force upon a proper footing, and the Corps of Mounted 

Police commenced its functions.  The Instructions confided to the Superintendent of Districts 

defined the Duties they were expected to perform together with the Objects of the Institution. 

 At the particular Period referred to the Existence of the Settlement was threatened by the 

Natives the Communications were interrupted, the Soldiers not safe in their Barracks, and it 

was high time to pacify or to abandon the Country.  The Events which followed the Institution 

of the Corps need not be repeated now but it is necessary to point out that the same Continuity 

of Purpose which had ever activated the Government in adhering to the Spirit and the Practices 

of the Law in all its transactions with the Aborigines was in no respect departed from on the 

unfortunate occurrence on the Murray.  Rather under legal Protection as they had been it was 

by Legal Courses alone that Remedy was sought in that affair.  Depositions against certain 

Individuals who had been concerned in several Murders in the Murray District were placed in 

the Hands of the Superintendent as a Magistrate with Orders to apprehend the Offender.  

Resistance was to be expected from the previous threats of the Natives and a force was at hand 

to support the Constabulary.  An Opportunity occurred of all others most suitable for showing 

the Power and Resolution of the Whites on the whole Tribe concerned in the previous Murders 

was assembled in open day and instead of waiting the apprehended they commenced the attack 

by assaulting the Police and mortally wounding the Superintendent.  The Consequences which 

followed were therefore not only justifiable on the ground of Resistance to Legal Authority, 

but necessary on the Law of Self Defence and although the Loss of Life was deeply to be 

deplored it is satisfactory to reason that it fell in the most part on the Aggressors, and 

extinguished for a time amongst their Countrymen any further desire to compete with the 

Whites in such Encounters. 

 But notwithstanding the advantages acquired by the Colony from the admirable Management 

of Captain Ellis and his Assistant and from that of the Corps it had not been long established 

before it fell under the Censure of Public Opinion: Its cost was complained of as a Grievance, 

its Existence was stated to be useless and at the first Meeting of the Legislative Council by an 

unanimous vote of the Members the Governor was refused the Means of supporting it on an 

Effective Footing.   

 Public Acts of this kind tending to the [illegible] of the Body impeded and prevented its 

Efficiency even upon the small scale on which it was maintained in 1835 and 1836.   

 The Individuals engaged saw the Precariousness of their Appointments and the better 

probability of deriving any advantages from Exemplary Conduct.  Some of them resigned at 

once and as a further Manifestation of the desire of the Council for the Abolition of the Corps 

in April 1836 the remaining Superintendent gave in his Resignation, and its Existence may be 

said to have ceased at that period.  In this Predicament desirous as I was that the Influence of 

the Public Opinion over the Expenditure of the Colony should have due weight, and being 

unable to apply to any of the Fund for the Support of the Institution it only remained for me to 

notify to the Magistracy in last upon that the Peace of the Country in regard to the Natives and 
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the Management of that peculiar Race have devolved on them alone in their respective 

Districts and thus after the very successful Trial of the System which although never 

effectually completed had formed its ability to accomplish the end desired, the Colony has 

reverted to the same state of things as in 1831.  

 If in the absence of Arrangements for preventing outrages, cases have occurred or should 

occur, much as I deplore Events of that nature, it is not to me that they can now be fairly 

traced.  It was my duty to devise, and suggest to His Majesty’s Government an Effective 

System of Prevention and the Government Directed its support to be provided for out of the 

Colonial Fund in 1834.  It has been my duty since in every annual Estimate to propose the 

maintenance of such System while on the other hand the Council has deemed it necessary to 

differ from me.   

 Between their Opinions it will be the Province of the Crown to decide, but I am not called 

upon in the face of this Opposition on the part of the Council, and on the part of Public 

Opinion to take upon myself to support an Institution of this Expensive Character until the 

decision of the Government be known then the Colonists must look for their protection to the 

actual Administrators of the Law aided and supported by the Military as far as the latter may 

be equally employed and not matter, and the amelioration of the State and Tribes of the 

Natives must remain for the present unprovided for. 

 In concluding my Remarks upon this subject it is fair to state that the Members of the 

Legislative Council have not desired the necessity of some provision of this Act they even 

proposed in 1835 a small Appropriation for this purpose while in 1836 as well as on the 

present occasion they have advised that the Duty should be executed by the Military.    

 I must here however observe that it will be better to admit the Existence of a want but at the 

same time to deny the proper Means of Remedy.  It is in this light that I am constrained to 

view the suggestions of the Council for I cannot consider it proper to withdraw Soldiers from 

their Military Duties and from the Command of their own Offices, and Employ them in duties 

of a Purely Civic Character.  I cannot consider it proper to introduce into a free Colony the 

practice of entrusting to a Corporals acting as Constables the preservation of the Peace.   

 I cannot suppose it likely any Moral Influence over Natives would be acquired by this 

Proceeding, in that the Obligations imposed upon the Government to provide for their 

Probation and gradual Civilization would be fulfilled by such an arrangement.   

 With the Impression on my mind that the objects aimed at by the organization of the Mounted 

Constabulary and defined in the Instructions to Superintendents of Districts would not be 

obtained by the Plan which you propose.  I cannot give it my assent for its failure if it should 

fail in producing the desired Effect would then rest with me instead of resting as it now will do 

upon the Insufficiency of Means at my disposal. 

 Under these Circumstances it will be necessary to refer the two conflicting Estimates to His 

Majesty’s Government. 
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 Hereupon the GOVERNOR intimated to the Members that he would receive at the next Meeting the 

Estimate proposed by them together with any explanatory Remarks which they might deem 

necessary to read for the Information of Government.  

2. A Bill for Regulating the Establishment of Banking Companies in the Colony of Western Australia was 

read a First Time and ordered to be read a second time on the 3rd instant. 

When the Council adjourned. 

______________________ 
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3 JULY 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 3rd July 1837  

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day for the 2nd Reading of the Bill for Regulating the Establishment of Banking 

Companies having been read the Bill was read a second Time when the Governor proposed 

that it shall be read a Third Time on the 10th instant. 

When the Council adjourned. 

______________________ 
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10 JULY 1837 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 10th July 1837  

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day for the third Reading of the Bill for regulating the Establishment of Banking 

Companies in the Colony of Western Australia having been read the Bill was read a third time 

and passed in the affirmative.  

2. Ordered on the Proposition of the Governor that the following additions should be made to the 27th 

Clause of the Rules and Orders.  “At the conclusion of each meeting the Minutes of the 

Proceedings are to be read over and amended if necessary.” 

When the Council Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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